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20 July 2017 
 
Dear Graeme, 
 
 
I am pleased to inform you that the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy Report to the Scottish 
Parliament 2014 - 2016 is being laid in Parliament today. It will be published shortly 
afterwards on the Scottish Government and Biodiversity Scotland websites. 
 
The Report complements the previously published first Annual Review of Progress on the 
Scottish Biodiversity Strategy: A Route Map to 2020, and the Interim Report 2016 on 
Scotland’s Progress to 2020, the Aichi Targets published in September 2016.  The Report to 
the Scottish Parliament provides a broader assessment against the whole Scottish 
Biodiversity Strategy and assesses progress using a suite of biodiversity state and people 
engagement indicators which were produced for previous Reports to the Scottish Parliament. 
The use of the same indicator suite ensures consistency between reports. 
 
The Report highlights many success stories for Scottish biodiversity during the past three 
year period, including peatland restoration, the recognition of natural capital as an indicator 
in the National Performance Framework, improvements in the condition of a range of species 
and habitats, improvements to river water quality, and considerable progress in protecting 
our marine environment. 
 
However, a number of challenges remain. The declines in some of our bird species are of 
particularly concern, as is the low level of engagement in biodiversity by many people in 
Scotland. We recognise the need to take action to tackle these challenges and work is 
underway to assess how we can turn around some of these issues. An excellent example is 
Scottish Natural Heritage’s work with young people, the ReRoute youth panel, which is 
focusing on youth involvement in delivering the Route Map to 2020 and harnessing the 
creativity and enthusiasm of Scotland’s young people. 
 
I am committed to doing everything I can to meet our ambitions for biodiversity and to ensure 
that we protect and enhance Scotland’s biodiversity. This means working in partnership 
across all sectors, finding practical and workable solutions to problems, and learning from 
each other. 
 



 

I hope that you and the Committee members will find the Report of interest. 
 
 
 Yours, 

            
 
                   Roseanna Cunningham 


